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oBefore it @08 late, we must
realizethat the Holocaust is not the
obsession of _the survivors nor Is
the commemoration of the six
milliom victums. The lessansof the
Shoah are not just the concer of
those who have experienced the
horrors, but rather part of a long
collective memorye .o

Abba Kovner; Detaining the Tearing, Tel Aviv 1995p. 164



Martyrso

The 27th
Nisan —
Remembrance
Day,

120

PrTer

{No. 36)
MARTYRS' AND HEROES' REMEMBRANCE DAY LAW, 5719-1959%

1. The 27th Nisan shall be Martyrs’ and Heroes' Remembrance Day,
devoted, year afier year, to the commemoration of the disaster which the
Nagis and their collaborators brought upon the Jewish people and of the
acts of heroism and revoll performed in those days,

If the 27th Nisan falls upon a Friday, Remembrance Day shall
be abserved on the 26th Nisan of that year,

*  Passed by the Knesset on the 2%h Adar Ber, 5719 (8th April, 1955) and
published in Sefer Ha-Chakkim Na. 280 of the 9th Nisan, 5719 (17th April,
1559}, p, 112; the Bill and an Explznatory Nete were published in Hatza'od
Chak No. 354 of 5719, p. 242,

2 Remembranco Day shall be marked throughout the State by a twa-

minute silence, during which all work and all rosd tvaflic shall be sus

¢ pended: there shall be memorial gatherings, popular rallies, amd com-

memprative functions in Ary camps and educational institutions; flags
on public buildings shall be flown at halfomast; wireless programmes
chall express lhe special character of the day, and places of entertainment

- shall present unly fralnres eonsonant with ils spirit.

3. The Minister empowered in that behalf by e Government shall,
in consultation with the Yad Vu-Bhem Remembrance Authoriiy, issue
mnstenctions Tor 1he observance of Remenbrance Day in accordanee with
this Law,
Davip Bex-Girion
Prieme Minister

Yizeaag Des-Zvi
Presideat of e Stute

Modes of
observing
Remembrance
Day.

Institutions
for the
vhservance of
Remembrance

Dary.
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In 1959 the State of Israel
AT AAOA KNastoad |
Into parliamentary law to

ensurethat national

remembrance of the

Holocaust would continue

for all generations.



Between Consciousness and
Constructive Educational Processes

There Is a need for:

AFormalized educationglrocessesluring
the day of remembrance

AAgeappropriate explanations

AEmotional connection

AFactual knowledge

AEducationaliscourse on the significance
of the event itself



In cooperation with Yad Vashem,
the Israeli Education Ministry
decided in 2014 to launch a

national curriculum on the
Holocaust.
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Goals

From the Law of Education
of the State of Israel, 1989:

1. To educate pupils to love their Humanistic
<— fellow man, their people, and their values
country; to be faithful citizens; to
respect their parents and family, \

Responsibility for th a/ their heritage, their cultural identity
existence of the and language.

Jewish people Jewish heritage and
2. To bequeath the values of values
democracy, human rights, basic

liberties, law-abidance, respect for

Combat racism

Democratic _

society, / other culture_s, and views, and to
tolerance and educate pupils to strive for peace
sensitivity for and tolerance between individuals

the other and nations.
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General Rationale Document
Israeli Ministry of Education

When to Begin Teaching the Holocdust

Students in Israel are exposed to the Holocaust from a
young age and therefore you cannot hide such a major
event from children. You must explain the siren on
Holocaust Memorial Day to the children. They hear
about the Holocaust on TV, the radio, and the Internet. In
order to safeguard the children, we have to introduce
the subject In an age-appropriate way that speaks
cognitively and emotionally to the child.
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THIE SPIRAL APPROACH

MAIN TOPICS:

. - AJEWISH LIFE BEFORE THE
AGE THEMES: ¢ * HOLOCAUST

AHISTORICAL CONTEXT

ATHE HUMAN STORY:

UJEWISH RESISTANCE
DURING THEHOLOCAUST

uBETWEEN THE
PERPETRATORS,
BYSTANDERS & THE
RIGHTEOUS AMONG THE
NATIONS

WIDE HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND ARETURN TO LIFE
COMPLEX MORAL QUESTIONS

FAMILY

COMMUNITY



Key Topics

Jewish Life
Before the
Holocaust

Historical Context

The Human Story:

a. Jewish
Resistance
During the
Holocaust

b. Between the
Perpetrators,
Bystanders and
the Righteous
Among the
Nations

Return to Life

Early Elementary

Through the eyesof the child The
Jewish world before the Holocaust

Elementary

Basicfamiliarity with
diversity of the Jewish
communities in Europe
and major subjects of the
Holocaust

Basic historicalconceptstaught through personal stories: Ghetto,

Yellow Star
Learning the basic context

Understandingthe difficulties along
with the emotional anchors Mutual

Questions of identity and
rescue

help, the AT E1 UG dor lied OO CCl A

Copingwith internal mental
strength imagination and
resourcefulness

Focus: Righteous Among the
Nations

Rebuilding from the beginning-
centrality of the survivor

Through personal stories
the concept of Germans,
collaborators and the

bystanders is introduced.

Thecomplex processof
returning to life in
different stages:
Rehabilitation through
immigrating and the
establishment of the State
of Israel

Middle School

Familiarity with the wide geographic
distribution of the Jewish people
Expanding knowledge about the
Jewishcultural and spiritual life

Everysubjectwhich is taught in
middle school is combined with a
wide historical introduction.

Exposing the student to dilemmas
and difficulties

Questions of Jewish identity and
protecting Jewish symbols

Subjects to be taught:
Outcast, prejudice, and
antisemitism.

Thepain of loss alongwith the
construction process

High School

Political movementsin the
Jewish society, the
relationship with the
general population

Stages of the Nazi policies
and general historical
processes

Complex moral dilemmas
and how to cope in the face
of chaos

Discussion about
perpetrators and
collaborators: How was it
humanly possible?

Return to Life and engaging
with the legacy of survivors



Tools for Teaching about Jewish Life Before the Holocaust

Years 34 Years 56
O ™ fe  ‘T93QimBiala : o he Jews spoke Yiddish and
Ravskaa town where Jews | Polish and many also spoke
and Poles had lived and —— Hebrew a My mother, she

was quite beautiful and very
smart. Before her marriage to
Father,she had studied

worked together for
generations. My
grandmother lived in the

center of town next to the pharmacology in Vienna,
marketplace, and all of my Austria. Upon returning to
cousins lived in a Jewish Czortkow, she worked in the
neighborhood close by. My pharmacy that was on the
parents, Hershel andisel main street close to were we
Hershkowitz, and | lived on lived. Every day during lunch

a busy street irBiala break and towards evening,
Ravska across from when | heard the tapping of
fo'mSt” 1T™ced "fecZ540 high heels on the stairs, | knew

that Mother was returning
S‘.:I: ’\11(. TM‘”.aé



