
Jewish Medicine in Poland 
during the Holocaust
Jewish Medicine in Poland 
during the Holocaust
Jewish Medicine in Poland 
during the Holocaust

Mir iam OfferMir iam OfferMir iam Offer

M
iriam

 Offer

White CoatsWhite CoatsWhite CoatsWhite CoatsWhite CoatsWhite Coats

A last few words to honor you, the Jewish doctors. What can 
I tell you, my beloved colleagues and companions in misery? 
You are a part of all of us. Slavery, hunger, deportation, those 
death figures in our ghetto were also your legacy. And you by 
your work could give the henchman the answer Non omnis 
moriar, I shall not wholly die.

Dr. Israel Milejkowski, Director
Judenrat Health Department in the Warsaw Ghetto, October 1942

White Coats in the Ghetto narrates the struggle of the Jews to survive 
in the Warsaw ghetto while also preserving their humanity during the 
Holocaust. Based on a vast quantity of official and personal documents, 
it describes the elaborate medical system that the Jews established in 
the ghetto to cope with the lethal conditions imposed on them by the 
Nazis, and the tragic ethical dilemmas that the medical teams confronted 
under German occupation. 

The book traces within a broad historical context the actions of 
the approximately 800 brave Jewish physicians, nurses, and other 
practitioners who strived to maintain the health of the Jewish population 
while risking their lives fighting two wars—against the Nazis and the 
death sentence that they imposed on the ghetto residents; and against 
the spread of epidemics. At the same time that the medical personnel 
contended with daunting professional and ethical challenges, they 
miraculously managed to conduct unique research on the diseases that 
they treated, and also to establish an underground medical school to 
train a new generation of Jewish physicians at great personal risk. 

In this pioneering study, Miriam Offer examines the unparalleled 
phenomenon of the establishment of the Jewish medical system in the 
Warsaw ghetto and in other ghettos during the Holocaust, and proposes 
historical explanations for its unique characteristics, shedding light on an 
important yet relatively unexplored subject that will be of great interest 
to both the medical community and the general public alike.

Dr. Miriam Offer, a senior lecturer 
in the Holocaust Studies Program at 
Western Galilee College and a lecturer 
on the history of medicine during 
the Holocaust in the Sackler Faculty 
of Medicine at Tel Aviv University, 
is engaged in leading national and 
international initiatives to advance 
academic research and public 
discourse on medicine during the Third 
Reich and its relevance today. She is a 
member of the organizing committee 
of the annual Nahariya Conferences 
on Medicine and the Holocaust; a 
founding member of the Witnesses in 
White project that organizes training 
tours in Poland and Berlin for doctors 
on behalf of the Israeli Medical 
Association; a research associate and 
member of the academic advisory 
committee at the Hadassah-Brandeis 
Institute at Brandeis University; and 
a cofounder and former head of the 
Hedva Eibschitz Institute for Holocaust 
Studies in Haifa.
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On the cover: A medical staff member 
in the Warsaw ghetto. 
Photo Collection, Yad Vashem, 3380/810.
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The InTernaTIonal InsTITuTe 
for holocausT research

Online event in the framework of the Center for Research on 
the Holocaust in Poland Supported by the Aaron Gutwirth Fund 
and the Danek Gertner Yad Vashem Scholarship, marking the 
publication of the book:

WHITE COATS IN THE GHETTO
Jewish Medicine in Poland during the Holocaust

by Miriam Offer
Yad Vashem Publications

Thursday I 17 June 2021 I 5:30PM (Israel time) On Zoom

Opening Remarks:
Prof. Dan Michman I Head of International Institute for 
Holocaust Research and Incumbent of the John Najmann 
Chair for Holocaust Studies, Yad Vashem; Bar-Ilan University

Lectures:
Samuel Kassow I Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut
Self Help as Resistance in the Warsaw Ghetto

Paul Weindling I Oxford Brookes University
Jewish Medicine as Resistance: Overcoming Typhus. 
An Appreciation of Miriam Offer's "White Coats in the Ghetto" 

Closing Remarks:
Miriam Offer I Western Galilee College; Tel Aviv University

                      >> Click to register

https://yadvashem-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUldOmvrz4vHtzW4Dx8Eu_O54hCtzpVd7y_

